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Transplant International (TI) has had a busy year in 2025 and the start of a new year is an opportunity to thank our authors, reviewers and editors for the quality effort consented to make TI an ever improving and impactful journal. As an indicator of TI’s growing attractivity, the impact factor has increased as have the numbers of manuscript submissions.
To our authors: Several articles published in TI in 2025, addressing various topics in the broad field of organ replacement, have been the object of considerable interest. Some papers have already been cited a few times despite the short time elapsed since publication. Congratulations to the authors who have submitted these papers and contributed to the high-quality standards of the journal (Table 1).
TABLE 1 | Top 10 2025 most cited TI artices (Dimensions scores).	The last mile in beta-cell replacement therapy for type 1 diabetes: Time to grow up	Piemonti [1]	8 citations
	Donors with previous malignancy: When is it safe to proceed with organ transplantation?	Turra et al [2]	6 citations
	The evolution of immunosuppressive therapy in pig-to-nonhuman primate organ transplantation	Sanatkar et al. [3]	6 citations
	Ethical issues in uncontrolled donation after circulatory determination of death: A scoping review to reveal areas of broad consensus, and those for future research	Fritz et al. [4]	6 citations
	Mono-HOPE versus Dual-HOPE in liver transplantation: A propensity score-matched evaluation of early graft outcome	Koch et al [5]	6 citations
	Desensitization with imlifidase for HLA-incompatible deceased donor kidney transplantation: A delphi international expert consensus	Furian et al. [6]	5 citations
	Heart transplantation and donation after circulatory death in children. A review of the technological, logistical and ethical framework	Kenny et al. [7]	5 citations
	Targeting CD38 in antibody-mediated rejection	Mayer et al. [8]	4 citations
	Progress in porcine kidney transplantation to non-human primates	Le bas-bernardet et al. [9]	4 citations
	Multi-center outcome analysis of 16 face transplantations – a retrospective OPTN study	Knoedler et al. [10]	4 citations


Measuring impact early after publication is not easy and requires other metrics than numbers of citations. Indeed, a rapid analysis on Web of Science shows that articles published in Transplant International reach their peak citation numbers the third year after publication. This is in concordance with what has been previously reported elsewhere [11, 12]. For this reason, capturing the impact early after publication requires considering other more immediate indices such as numbers of views and downloads. Expectedly, a look at the top 10 viewed or downloaded papers shows that the overlap is only partial and 9 additional articles can be identified among TI papers of highest interest (Table 2).
TABLE 2 | Other TI articles with high views or downloads numbers (measured 8.1.26).	Liver transplantation in the context of acute-on-chronic liver failure (ACLF): Where do we stand in 2025?	L’Hermite et al [13]	8540 views
1530 downloads
	Updates on donor-derived infection in solid organ transplantation, report from the 2024 GTI (infection and transplantation group) annual meeting	Eldin et al [14]	6122 views
872 downloads
	The progress and challenges of implementing HLA molecular matching in clinical practice	Bezstarosti et al [15]	6100 views
684 downloads
	Current techniques of gene editing in pigs for xenotransplantation	Galli [16]	5718 views
1456 downloads
	State of art of dose individualization to support tacrolimus drug monitoring: What’s next?	Lloberas et al [17]	5699 views
1310 downloads
	Ex-Vivo heart perfusion machines in DCD heart transplantation model: The state of art	Tessari et al [18]	5639 views
398 downloads
	Nurse-led self-management support after organ transplantation – a multicenter, stepped-wedge randomized controlled trial	Van zanten et al [19]	5400 views
1579 downloads
	Development of non-HLA antibodies and their association with antibody-mediated rejection in pediatric kidney transplant recipients	Schmidt et al [20]	5369 views
704 downloads
	Evaluating risk in kidney living donors	Ortiz et al [21]	4797 views
1284 downloads


The topics that have generated the most interest are xenotransplantation and machine perfusion. Unsurprisingly, the same topics are found at the top of TI editors’ selection of the most impactful papers published in 2025 in the field of clinical transplantation [22]. These 2 topics have been the focus of 2 special issues that just closed at the end of 2025 and titled “Current developments in artificial organs and engineered ex-situ perfused organs” and “Europeans and Xenotransplantation” [23, 24]. The collections are now complete and will be available as e-books in the coming months.
TI is extremely grateful to the reviewers who have spent their time and expertise to assess the papers submitted to our journal. We thank them for their voluntary participation, which is key to the scientific quality of the journal. The list of the reviewers who have contributed to TI in 2025 appears at the end of this editorial (Appendix Table 3).
The biennial ESOT Congress took place in London in 2025, from June 29 to July 2, and Transplant International participated actively to the congress activities. Sessions designed and organized by the editorial board and editorial fellows discussed some of the abstracts presented during the congress as well as a selection of articles recently published in TI and covering each of the five tracks defined by the scientific program committee. A “meet the editors” workshop, aiming at the younger delegates, discussed in an interactive format several aspects of scientific publication that are not always obvious for young investigators, such as the good use of biostatistics, artificial intelligence or social media. Importantly, a collection of review and original articles based on invited lectures and best communications presented at the congress is getting ready to be completed in the first quarter of 2026 [25]. Most contributions are already published online. Highlights include reviews on immune monitoring by donor-derived cell-free DNA in heart/lung transplantation torque-tenovirus in kidney transplantation [26, 27] and on the evolution of our understanding of vascular lesions in the kidney graft biopsies [28].
The Transplant International editorial fellowship program is an ongoing success! In addition to their mentoring in all aspects of scientific editing and publishing, editorial fellows are also engaged in communication projects for the journal and have been instrumental in creating new products, such as video abstracts of TI papers and launching a TI podcast.
2025 has been a busy and productive year, but more will come the way of TI readership in 2026. From the beginning of our tenure, it has been our stated aim to strengthen the relationship with ESOT leadership and membership. We endeavor to make TI a journal close to ESOT’s style and philosophy and integrate contents resulting from ESOT’s educational and scientific activities, in the strict respect of editorial independence. Transplant International is the journal of ESOT and of the European transplant community of physicians, surgeons, scientists and allied healthcare professionals. We believe that our efforts will help increase the standing of the journal and its identification as the journal of this dynamic community!
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aSpecial thanks to our 14 top reviewers.
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